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IAH MAR Commission Newsletter. 2024 September 

 
Dear friends, please, find attached some MAR pieces of news.  
 
 
 

INDEX: 
 

 MAR Commission plenary (on line). IMMINENT! 2024 October 1st, 15:30 h 
CET. 

 NGWA's best suggested practice on aquifer storage and recovery updated 

 IAH India chapter have released their issue 02 newsletter 

 HydroVisions. 2024 Summer 

 Emilio Custodio: a pioneer in groundwater management and key reference for 
hydrogeologists worldwide 

 IAH 2024 Conference. Davos, Switzerland. Successful conference! 

 ISMAR 12. Call for abstracts closed. Booking open! 

 ISMAR 13. Call for proposals. 

 AGIC5 Special session: Groundwater recharge in arid and semi-arid regions 
with focus on the MENA 

 Eighth International Symposium on Flash Floods in Wadi Systems 

 AGU Fall Meeting (9-13 December 2024, Washington D.C. USA). 

 IAH-MAR Commission webinars. Response to an IAH call. 

 Water leaders pod. John Kennedy. 

 IAH-NL mini-symposium: "Ensuring sustainable water availability for agriculture: 
Potential and challenges for managed aquifer recharge" 

 IAH elections. The new Executive has been presented 

 World Toilet Day 2024 🚽 From Ann Thomas (UNICEF). 

 IGRAC strategy 2024 -2027. For a sustainable & equitable groundwater future 

 IGRAC Vacancy: Senior Groundwater Specialist (deadline: 13 October 2024) 

 A pill of nostalgia 

 Whatsapp group on Aquifer Recharge Management 

 Previous IAH-MAR Newsletters 

 IAH-MAR Commission on Twitter (X) 

 IAH-MAR Commission´s sister Web sites 

 IAH MAR Commission Forum 
 

  

https://conferences.uaeu.ac.ae/isff8/en/
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IMMINENT! IAH-MAR Commission plenary (online). 
2024 October 1st, 15:30 h CET. 
 
By tradition, the IAH-MAR Commission is organizing a plenary meeting during each of 
the annual IAH Congresses. During IAH 2024 it was not possible to host an IAH-MAR 
plenary. Therefore, this year, the meeting will take place online via Zoom as to allow 
also participation from MAR community members who couldn’t attend the IAH 
congress in Davos. Our online plenary will take place 2024 October 1st, 15:30-
17:00 CET (Berlin, Paris, Madrid time).  
 
The aim of the meeting is to provide an update on the activities of the commission and 
to facilitate the communication and exchange of ideas among the MAR community 
members ahead of the next ISMAR12 Symposium in South Africa. 
 
So please join our meeting and share your latest news about MAR-related activities, 
events, research, publications, etc. 
 
AGENDA: 

1. Presentation of IAH-MAR Commission (Enrique) 
2. Last memories of activities (2022 and 2023) Next 2024 report (Enrique).  
3. Working Groups and Communities of Practise (WG & COPs leaders) 
4. MAR sites updates/new entries (Yan) 
5. MAR at IAH2024 in Davos (Catalin) 
6. Invitation to ISMAR12 (Fanus) 
7. Call for ISMAR13 in 2028 (Enrique) 
8. Elections of IAH-MAR Co-chairs (Co-chairs) 
9. Upcoming IAH-webinars on MAR (Catalin) 
10. Call for action: Photo-album of the whole ISMAR series. Disclaimer and call for 

photos from previous ISMAR (1, 2 and 3 missed). 
11. Information from attendees (new projects, events, activities, etc.) 
12. Q&A, miscellaneous (all) 

 
Everybody is invited to participate and welcome (you don’t need to be an IAH 
member to attend). The registration link for the meeting is:  
https://tu-dresden.zoom-
x.de/meeting/register/u5YsfuuhqzkoGNAlH6mgKHQKwKv4ghGWId3_ 
 
After registration, you will receive the link to the online meeting. 
 
Please, connect five minutes earlier so that we can start in time. We hope to meet you 
soon… 
 
 

PUBLICATIONS ABOUT MAR 

 

NGWA's best suggested practice on aquifer storage and recovery 
updated 
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The NGWA document Best Suggested Practices for Aquifer Storage and Recovery 
(ASR) was recently updated by a consensus of groundwater professionals from around 
the country. 
 

 
 
More info: 
https://www.ngwa.org/detail/news/2024/09/06/ngwa%27s-best-suggested-practice-
on-aquifer-storage-and-recovery-updated 
 
 

NEW MAR-RELATED PUBLICATIONS 

 

IAH India chapter have released their issue 02 newsletter 

 
Authors of the newsletter published by the Indian Chapter of IAH hope receiving 
feedback and suggestions for future improvements.  
 
They also want to provide space in the newsletter for groundwater news from another 
national Chapters, and looking for interesting speakers who are willing to present an 
online session to members of the Indian Chapter. 
 
This issue is very friendly with the MAR technique… have a look… 
 

https://my.ngwa.org/NC__Product?id=a185000000BYugHAAT
https://www.ngwa.org/detail/news/2024/09/06/ngwa%27s-best-suggested-practice-on-aquifer-storage-and-recovery-updated
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More info: https://inciah.org/newsletter/ 
 
Thank you professors Kumar and Sinha for reporting. 
 
 

HydroVisions. 2024 Summer 

 
Not specific on MAR, but it usually includes outstanding info… 
 
It is worth to mention some words of her President, Christy Kennedy (Pg. 5): 
GRA President’s Groundwater Industry Megatrend Predictions through 2035: 
Recharge becomes commonplace as permitting and water rights processes streamline 
– all, if not most agencies, are involved in some form of recharge; especially as artificial 
intelligence enables programs like FloodMAR everywhere. 
 

  
 
More info and download: 
https://issuu.com/hydrovisions/docs/2024_hydrovisions_-_summer_-
_issuu?fr=sNGRmOTczNDM5MjY 
 

https://inciah.org/newsletter/
https://inciah.org/newsletter/
https://issuu.com/hydrovisions/docs/2024_hydrovisions_-_summer_-_issuu?fr=sNGRmOTczNDM5MjY
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Emilio Custodio: a pioneer in groundwater management and key 

reference for hydrogeologists worldwide 

 
HJ has published an article about our dear professor and MAR defender, who sadly 
passed away some months ago. 
 

 
 
Access the full article: https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10040-024-02826-7 

 
 

MAR AND MAR-RELATED CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS 

 

IAH 2024 Conference. Davos, Switzerland. Successful conference! 
 
IAH 2024 conference has finished successfully.  
 

  
 
The MAR session was well attended and pills of innovation were on the stage. 
 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10040-024-02826-7
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10040-024-02826-7
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Davos conference post. By Catalin Stefan (IAH-MAR co-chair): 
 
Just coming back from the hashtag#IAH2024, the World Groundwater Congress held this year 

in Davos, Switzerland. With 55 parallel sessions, over 1000 participants from more than 80 

countries, 14 technical trips to different places in the Alps, tons of social events and evening 

activities including watching an ice-hockey game (the local team won 5-3!!), a water-tasting 

contest where I should have received a price for getting ALL the answers wrong, a great gala 

dinner with excellent Swiss food and videos from water-related expeditions, a photo contest, a 

very interesting glacier art pavilion “Encounter Iced Sound 2.0” where you could literally "hear" 

the ice cracking and making noises, and, above all, meeting and reconnecting with so many 

colleagues and friends from the groundwater community. 

On behalf of the IAH Commission on Managed Aquifer Recharge hashtag#IAH-MAR I chaired 

the session "4.05 Managed aquifer recharge in modern hydrogeology", an excellent 

opportunity to get updated on latest progress in MAR research and policy. 

I am also thankful to the feedback and appreciation that I received for my talk entitled "Adaptive 

agreements on benefits sharing for managed aquifer recharge in the Mediterranean region: 

Development and application of an evidence-based governance framework for managed 

aquifer recharge". In the presentation I introduced the concept of MAR agreements and shared 

the latest outcomes of the project hashtag#AGREEMAR that I am currently coordinating, a 

hashtag#PRIMA-funded initiative in collaboration with partners from Portugal, Spain, Tunisia, 

Cyprus and Germany (read more about our project here: https://lnkd.in/eQH8Dyvq). 

I am very grateful to the Swiss Society of Hydrogeology (hashtag#SSH), the Centre for 

Hydrogeology and Geothermics of the University of Neuchâtel (hashtag#CHYN) and the 

International Association of Hydrogeologists (hashtag#IAH) for the excellent organisation of 

the conference!!! 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=iah2024&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7240633401135833088
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=iah&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7240633401135833088
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=agreemar&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7240633401135833088
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=prima&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7240633401135833088
https://lnkd.in/eQH8Dyvq
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=ssh&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7240633401135833088
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=chyn&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7240633401135833088
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/hashtag/?keywords=iah&highlightedUpdateUrns=urn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7240633401135833088
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More info: https://www.iah2024davos.org/ g 
 
More detailed information: https://recharge.iah.org/files/2024/09/IAH2024-
summary_CS.pdf 
Rapporteur: Dr. Catalin Stefan. 
 
 

ISMAR 12. Call for abstracts closed but the submission 
website will remain open for a few more days – hurry up to 
submit your abstract NOW!!! Early registration is now open! 
 

 
 

“From Theory to Implementation and Operation” 

28 April – 2 May 2025 – Stellenbosch, South Africa 

Seven months to go... ISMAR is going to Africa, covering the 5th continent 
hosting an ISMAR… come on! 
 

https://www.iah2024davos.org/
https://ismar12.org.za/
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The main Theme of ISMAR 12 is “From Theory to Implementation and Operation”, with 
eight Sub-themes that address various MAR methodologies, applications, and 
developments: 
 
A total of 135 abstracts have already been received by 2024 September 22th. More 
than enough for an outstanding ISMAR!!! Organizers still receive some more… 
 

 
 
Register for the Symposium (check the web site for “early bird” registration deadline) 
to secure your attendance at the workshops, presentations, networking, and tours. The 
Sponsorship/Exhibition Prospectus are available in the website. Three exciting 
excursions are planned for Day 5 showcasing the latest developments in the field of 
MAR in South Africa… 
 
More info: https://ismar12.org.za/ 
 
 

ISMAR 13. Call for proposals. 
 
Have you thought about hosting an ISMAR? Please, consider hosting ISMAR 13 and 
contact an IAH-MAR co-chair…  
 

https://ismar12.org.za/
https://ismar12.org.za/


 
 

9 

 
 
The bid is open until the end of 2024. 

 
 
 

SEMINARS AND WEBINARS 

 

AGIC5 Special session: Groundwater recharge in arid and 
semi-arid regions with focus on the MENA 
 
Taking place from 8-10 November 2024, this session promises to feature a collection of 
valuable papers that delve into the latest methods and advancements in understanding, 
measuring, assessing and managing groundwater recharge.  
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Attendees can anticipate perusing papers on various topics, including cutting-edge techniques 
for observations, data analysis, modeling approaches, and the integration of remote sensing 
methods and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to enhance precision in groundwater 
recharge assessments at regional or local scales. The session will also address the crucial 
aspect of climate change, exploring projections and impacts on groundwater recharge. 

 
More info: https://agic.tn/groundwater-recharge/ 
 
 

Eighth International Symposium on Flash Floods in Wadi 
Systems 
 
The Eighth International Symposium on Flash Floods in Wadi Systems (ISFF8) is organized 
by the National Water and Energy Center, UAE University, on November 4-5, 2024. The two-
day symposium will take place in Al Ain City, United Arab Emirates, on the campus of the UAE 
University. This version will convene on the theme "Flash Floods, Water Harvesting, and 
Groundwater Recharge Potentials". Continuing to share knowledge, experiences and lessons 
learned by all participants, ISFF8 organizers welcome presentations from all relevant fields… 

 

 
 
More info: https://conferences.uaeu.ac.ae/isff8/en/index.shtml 

https://agic.tn/groundwater-recharge/
https://conferences.uaeu.ac.ae/isff8/en/
https://conferences.uaeu.ac.ae/isff8/en/
https://agic.tn/groundwater-recharge/
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AGU Fall Meeting (9-13 December 2024, Washington D.C. USA). 
 

 
 
AGU 2024 Fall Meeting session H017 on: Advances in Managed Aquifer Recharge for 
Groundwater Sustainability. 
 

More info: https://agu.confex.com/agu/agu24/gateway.cgi# 
 
 

IAH-MAR Commission webinars. Response to an IAH call. 
 
The IAH´s newsletter (IAH Online Newsletter August 2024) included a call to commissions, 
networks and national chapters to organize future webinars about their respective specialities. 
 

 
 
IAH-MAR co-chairs have replied this call and propose two webinars in the coming months. 
 
The first will be the pragmatic approach of MAR and their relation to IWRM. The second will 
describe experiences in “Early MAR” countries. There is some room left for both. 
 
Also, future webinars will be proposed in case some volunteers are willing to participate. If you 
want to contribute with a presentation to this IAH webinar series, please, contact a co-chair. 
 
Detailed programmes will be released in the coming weeks through the IAH-MAR forum, the 
whatsapp group and in our website: www.recharge.iah.org (apart from these almost-monthly 
newsletters). 
 
Thank you Ian Davey for raising this point. 

https://agu.confex.com/agu/agu24/gateway.cgi
http://www.recharge.iah.org/
https://iah.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/IAH-Newsletter-Summer-2024_ONLINE.pdf
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Water leaders pod. John Kennedy. 
 

 
 
Show notes: https://www.buzzsprout.com/2359794/episodes/15683181 
 
Thank you Adam Hutchinson for reporting. 
 
 

IAH-NL mini-symposium: "Ensuring sustainable water availability for 
agriculture: Potential and challenges for managed aquifer recharge" 
 
Thu 26 Sep 2024 (16:00 CET) — IAH-NL mini-symposium: "Ensuring sustainable water 
availability for agriculture: Potential and challenges for managed aquifer recharge" 
 
With contributions from early career hydrogeologists: Felix Joger (winner IAH-NL MSc thesis 
award-Pieter Stuijfzand Scriptie Prijs) Sophie Luijendijk Lennart Brokx. Utrecht University (The 
Netherlands). 
 

 
 
More info: https://netherlands.iah.org/iah-nl-mini-symposium-2024 
Thank you Niels Hartog for reporting. 

https://www.buzzsprout.com/2359794/episodes/15683181
https://www.linkedin.com/in/felix-joger-701252257/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sophie-luijendijk-01917773/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lennart-brokx-92b77811b/
https://netherlands.iah.org/iah-nl-mini-symposium-2024
https://netherlands.iah.org/iah-nl-mini-symposium-2024
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NEW MAR OR MAR-RELATED ACTIVITIES 

 

IAH elections. The new Executive has been presented 
 
The 2024 Annual General Meeting of the International Association of Hydrogeologists was 
held on 10 September in person at Congress Centre, Talstrasse 49a, 7270 Davos Platz, 
Davos, Switzerland, and online. It included in the 14 point the results of the elections: 

… 
14. Election results; handover to new President… 
… 

 
 
IAH-MAR elections will take place during ISMAR 12, in the Plenary of the Commission (2025, 
April 30th). 
 
Congratulation to our new Board! 
 
 

MORE ACTION 

 

World Toilet Day 2024 🚽 From Ann Thomas (UNICEF). 

 
We publish the email sent by Ann Thomas on behalf of UNICEF about the next WTD: 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
On behalf of the Expert Group on WASH, I’m pleased to share information on this 
year’s World Toilet Day resources and theme.  
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Tuesday 19 November is World Toilet Day – a day to inspire action to tackle the global 
sanitation crisis and help achieve Sustainable Development Goal 6, which promises 
safely managed sanitation for all by 2030.  
 
The theme of World Toilet Day 2024 is ‘Sanitation for Peace’. The campaign shows 
that toilets – this essential space at the centre of our lives – should be safe and secure. 
But for billions of people, sanitation is under threat from conflict, climate change, 
disasters and neglect. 
 
World Toilet Day 2024 reminds the international community that faster action to 
improve and protect people’s access to sanitation is critical to building a fairer, more 
peaceful world.  
 
In the same year as the launch of the first-ever United Nations System-wide Strategy 
for Water and Sanitation, we hope to involve as many colleagues and offices as 
possible to promote sanitation as a central priority and help accelerate progress. 
 
Thank you Ann Thomas for sharing with IAH your concerns. 
 

 

IGRAC strategy 2024 -2027. For a sustainable & equitable 
groundwater future 
 
IGRAC’s core mission has been to improve worldwide availability of information and 
awareness on groundwater resources with emphasis on developing countries. The key 
objectives in this period have been to contribute to systematic groundwater monitoring 
and assessment, as a necessary basis for informed resource management and 
protection, and to encourage information sharing, awareness raising and strategic 
partnerships. 
 
IGRAC have just released their STRATEGY 2024 – 2027 document.  
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.un.org/en/observances/toilet-day/resources__;!!BgLsOpJl!uzYPGUyrJfJUab8jVgvX93u3lx4-jHtvmLvJB8Gjxyxa9DTEUfFLW4YZu_S3YkpKoY93-KeQa8iw2CqeCHwdM7Q-BQ$
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In this occasion, although there are not direct mentions to MAR (neither the word 
“recharge” is present) the activity goes beyond! 
 
Download: https://www.un-igrac.org/sites/default/files/resources/files/IGRAC_Strategy_2024-2027.pdf 
 
 

IGRAC Vacancy: Senior Groundwater Specialist (deadline: 13 

October 2024) 

 

IGRAC is looking for a Senior Groundwater Specialist to integrate in its team based in 
Delft, The Netherlands. 
 
Location: Delft, The Netherlands  
Application deadline: 13 October 2024  

https://www.un-igrac.org/sites/default/files/resources/files/IGRAC_Strategy_2024-2027.pdf
https://www.un-igrac.org/sites/default/files/resources/files/IGRAC_Strategy_2024-2027.pdf
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Type of Contract: One-year contract under Dutch Law with possibility of renewal. For 
the full vacancy text and information on how to apply. 
 
Read more here: https://www.un-igrac.org/news/vacancy-senior-groundwater-
specialist-deadline-13-october-2024! 
 
 

A pill of nostalgia 

 
Section for “ancient” MAR or MAR-related publications… 
 
Utilización de acuíferos costeros para abastecimiento (Bocanegra and Custodio, 1994, 
in Spanish). 
 

 
 

Download: 
https://riunet.upv.es/bitstream/handle/10251/118433/2649-7869-1-PB.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y 

 
 

Whatsapp group on Aquifer Recharge Management 
 
See below the link to join the group, with 192 participants today, and changed monthly. Please, 
access the last IAH-MAR newsletter for the most recent link. 
 

 
 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/BeGfL4aaRjW3WdFOBntLzS 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.un-igrac.org/news/vacancy-senior-groundwater-specialist-deadline-13-october-2024__;!!BgLsOpJl!uqKQa7-G7o62Mj2jjlfHCel3rj8oxmLl6dQ_JtJOSOhdTkkbuYyT7n9ezt96OnAu7rkwgaXwoL2xpoe8QYdq0f_4S5X2TQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.un-igrac.org/news/vacancy-senior-groundwater-specialist-deadline-13-october-2024__;!!BgLsOpJl!uqKQa7-G7o62Mj2jjlfHCel3rj8oxmLl6dQ_JtJOSOhdTkkbuYyT7n9ezt96OnAu7rkwgaXwoL2xpoe8QYdq0f_4S5X2TQ$
https://chat.whatsapp.com/BeGfL4aaRjW3WdFOBntLzS
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Previous IAH-MAR Newsletters 
 
Previous newsletters access: https://recharge.iah.org/newsletters 
 
 

IAH-MAR Commission on Twitter (X) 
 

                          

   @IAHMARCom 

https://twitter.com/IAHMARCom 
 
 

IAH-MAR Commission´s sister Web sites 

http://china-mar.ujn.edu.cn/             

 

https://dinamar.tragsa.es/        

                                  
@4dina_mar 

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4690290/ (536 members) 
 
 

IAH MAR Commission Forum 
 
Please, remember you can book freely in the IAH MAR Commission Forum: 
https://lists.flinders.edu.au/mailman/listinfo/iah-mar.listcgs 
 
There are 350 subscribers in 2024 September 24th (the IAH-MAR family). 
 
 

That´s all by now… please, keep reporting (dinamar@tragsa.es). 

 
Dr. Enrique Fernández Escalante, on behalf of the IAH MAR Commission co-chairs. 
2024 September 25th 

https://recharge.iah.org/newsletters
https://twitter.com/IAHMARCom
http://china-mar.ujn.edu.cn/
https://dinamar.tragsa.es/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4690290/
https://lists.flinders.edu.au/mailman/listinfo/iah-mar.listcgs
mailto:dinamar@tragsa.es
https://recharge.iah.org/
mailto:@IAHMARCom
https://recharge.iah.org/
http://china-mar.ujn.edu.cn
https://dinamar.tragsa.es/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4690290/
mailto:@4dina_mar
https://dinamar.tragsa.es/
mailto:dinamar@tragsa.es

